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Il.— Home ADMINISTRATION, 
(a)—Poltce. 


42. CMymensingh] of the 22nd April says that theft 
a died ema Dena mani prevalent in villawes re aly ih the 
Thefts in some villages inthe Pingana village in the Mymensingh district. On 
Mymensingh district. the night of = a as a site ye 
© , re committed in the houses of Babu Kunja Mohan 
with house a. ‘Dera Chandra Ray, pleaders of the local Munsifi, and 
ornaments and other valuable properties were carried off. The thieves left 
a broken tin-box and some pieces of cloth in a neighbouring field, Informa- 
tion was duly lodged in the Jagannathgan) outpost, but no police officer has 
as yet come to the place. The non-appearance of the police is preventing 
the owners of these houses from shutting up the openings made in them. It is 
earily conceivable how dangerous it 18 to live in a house with a number of 
openings in it when theft is prevalent in the locality. Thieves are encouraged 
by such culpable neglect of duty on the part of police officers. It is hoped 
that the District Magistrate an the District Superintendent of Police will 
matter. 
_ ®. "The same paper says that scarcely a night passes in which theft 
is not committed in Dhankura or’a neighbouring 
Thefts in some villeges in the village in the Mymensingh district, Sometimes 
eas even seven or eight cases of theft. with house- 
breaking occur in the same night in the same village. In many cases people 
do not even lodge informations regarding these cases in the local thana for fear 
of having to bear the fooding expenses of investigating police officers and 
their attendanst. It is hoped that the Inspector of the Kishorganj thana 
will not fail to dispel this fear from their minds, and vigorously investigate 
these cases. 


38. <A correspondent of the Hitavadt [Calcutta] of the 25th April | 


ae writes as follows :— 

Nth noe poste In the Bengali month of Magh last two Musal- 

mans of Ulubaria came to Nandigram in the. Tam- 
luk subdivision of the Midnapore district and set up a swindling business 
under the name of the ‘‘doubling trade.” The meaning of this was that 
whosoever deposited with them a sum of money would get it back in seven 
days’ time with an addition of twelve annas to every rupee deposited. As the 
business was started at a place close to the Nandigram police-station, it would 
not do to suppose that the daroga knew nothing about it But under some 
unknown spell the police remained indifferent in the matter, For some time, 
the swindlers paid their dues punctually, but at Jast on a certain night they 
decamped with Ks. 2,000 deposited with them. Many people now believe 


that the daroga had a share in the business and that he used to receive some 
gratification from the swindlers every day. | 


A few or after this occurrence, some wicked men of Nandigram and 


the neighbourhood gave out that they would start the business afresh, and 


would return in seven days’ time any sum deposited with them, with an addition 
of eight, instead of twelve annas, to every rupee deposited. The prime mover in 
this fresh business was Gopal Bhat of Nandigram who lives at a short distance 
from the thana, and Panda Birnarayan of Kharagram, and Kshetra Mohan 
Maiti, and Sundar Bangal of Nandigram were his partners. Although the 


mufassal people had been once cheated, they thought the starters of the new - 


business, who were all local men, incapable of conduct like that of the Ulubaria 
swindlers and began to deposit money with them. At the beginning the 


depositors received their moneys back with the promised addition at the 
stipulated times, 


Gradually the business assumed such large proportions that people from 
the jurisdictions of two or three thanas began to deposit money with the 


swindlers. People sold their household utensils, seed-grains and even their 
plough-cattle in the hope of becoming rich all of a sudden. In Nandigram 
there 18 @ police-station, a sub-registry office, a post-office and a Thakurbari of 
the Raja Bahadur of Mahisadal. But not a single gentleman of the place 
brought the doings of the swindlers to the notice of the authorities, at least 
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in an open manner. It is rumoured that the daroga of the thana used every 
day to reveive fifty rupees from the swindlers privately. On Monday, tho 
14th April last, Rs. 52,000 were due from the swindlers to the depositors, At 
this time the daroga obtained leave and was to make over charge a few 
days later. 

On the morning of the 14th, from two to three thousand people assembled 
at Gopal Bhat’s house in order to receive payment of their moneys. Pay. 
ments used to be made in the morning, but on that morning Gopal excuseq 
himself by saying—‘ As a very large amount of money has to be a to-day, 
it will be nightfall before I shall get time to eat my meal if I commence 

ayment now, so I shall commence payment to-day after 10 o'clock after 
bovine taken my meal. You, too, go home, take your meal and come back 
after 10 o'clock.” This departure from the practice which had prevailed 
with Gopal for the last two months aroused suspicion and everybody waited 
at the place till 11 o’clock. But as Gopal did not appear in his office-room 
even at that hour, the assembled crowd began to call him. After repeated 
calls Gopal and his muharrir, Bhuban Chakravarti, came out with two or three 
bags full of rupees. At the sight of money the crowd became somewhat 
reassured. : . | 

A short while after this, the daroga, Rai Babu, with the jamadar, fifty to 
sixty chaukidars, and half u-dozen constables appeared on the scene and began 
to call Gopal, This made the crowd suspicious. ‘The daroga, on bei 
questioned about the reason of his calling Gopal, said—* I want to take Gopal 
to the thana as, on the eve of my departure on leave, I wish to question him 
on certain points regarding himself and his partners with a view of makin 
myself sure that he will not cheat his creditors.” As he said this, he ente 
the room where Gopal and his muharrir were sitting with their money, but 
where access was not allowed to the crowd. After a few moments of private 
talk with Gopal, the daroga began to call him aloud again and with a show 
of honesty, Gopal, in his turn, answered him loudly:—*“ If I go now, it will 
interfere with my work of payment.” But the daroga threatened him with 
the consequences of disobeying His Majesty’s order, and Gopal rose from his 
seat with a reluctant air. : 

It is rumoured thut Gopal and others took away with them currency notes 
of the value of about Rs, 20,000 However that may be, he went away 
promising to return in an hour or two. After waiting for about two hours 
some men from the crowd went to fetch Gopal from the thana, and requested 
the daroga to send him back. But the daroga now assumed the usual attitude 
of a police officer and demanded of the men—‘‘ What money is due to you? 
Do you possess any document for it?” The men who had gone to fetch Gopal 
were astounded and said:—‘‘ What do you say, Sir? You know everything 
from beginning to eud, why then are you tulking in this strain? Do there 
exist any documents in gambling?” On this, the daroga ordered his constables 
to drive the men away, ‘The men returned to their companions and related to 
them the result of their visit to the thana. Finding that they were going to 
Jose all, the assembled people became frantic and made arrangements to set 
fire to Gopal’s house and Joo¢ it. The news reached the thana and the daroga 
felt that he could not remain idle. It is not in man’s power to avert the death 
that awaits him. The day was the attendance day of the week and a large 
number of chaukidars were in attendance at the thana. About seventy or 
eighty chaukidars, seven or eight constubles, the jamadar and the daroga 
went to save Gopal’s house and disperse the crowd. ‘The jamadar, | the 
constables and the chaukidars were thrashed by the infuriated mob and fied. 
The daroga, being a fat man, could not go a long way in his attempt at a flight, 
and after receiving a few blows took shelter in Rs ’s house and shut its door. 
The infuriated mob suspecting the daroga to be the chief obstacle in the way 
of their realising their money and believing that it was in consequence of his 
conspiracy that they were going to lose it, for a long time surrounded the 
house, which contained him and two or three of the swindlers. The mob, 
finding no other means of getting at the inmates of the house, kicked open its 
doors. A large number of men entered the house and severely beat the inmates, 
causing broken heads and limbs. About four in the evening, the mob drag 
the daroga with four or five others out of the: house in an almost lifeless 
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condition. The policemen, Re tages who had fled to the thana, made no 
iri a all this time. Seen E: 

~* te pecs yr hs poche to disperse. They began to return home disap- 

ointed and frightened. A few of the most ignorant and illiterate a them 
“aia at this time:—‘‘We have beaten the daroga almost to death, He will 
make the place too hot for us if he.comes round. We have already lost all we 
had. and it would he unbearable-to us if the daroga comes round and avenges 
himself by committing oppression upon us and our families. It is better 
therefore to kill him outright.” After this consultation, they placed the daroga 
on a stack of straw and set fire to it, ‘he unfortunate man was alive at the 
time. He came down from the stack with some effort and said something ina 
faint voice. But, alas! the words of the daroga did not soften the hearts of the 
wicked men. ‘They again placed him on the stack, placed a heavy piece of 
wood upon his breast and again set fire to the pile. The darogn’s body 


continued to burn and the men went away. It was after the crowd had 


elv dispersed that the policemen who had fled came back like so 

pe apm? ae and dragged out the half-burnt body of the daroga from 
ile of straw. 

™ im the morning of the 15th April the half-burnt dead body was sent 4 to 
Tamluk. The Deputy Magistrate thought there was a rebellion and wired to 
the District Superintendent of Police to come to the place of occurrence with 
a force of reserve police, and himself arrived at Nandigtam with a force 
composed of policemen and nagdis of the Mahisadal Rajbati. Thirty armed 
officers of the reserve police, the Deputy Inspector-General, the District 
Superintendent of Police, with about two or tLrea hundred men have arrived at 


Nundigram and is conducting the investigation. It is said that both guilty- 


and innocent men are being arrested. But there is no help for it. 
(b)— Working of the Courts. 


4. The Murshtdabad Hitaishé | Murshidabad] of the 23rd April says 
siete ial that Babu Haladhar Baral, the muharrir ‘of the 
pleader rewarded in Berhampore. Governmert pleader at Berhampore, has received a 
silver medal from the local Collectorate as a reward 
for his good services to the Government in connection with Government cases. 
But where is the law which sanctions such a reward and what signal service is 
a muharrir of a Government pleader capable of doing to the Government? It 
is rumoured that Haladhar Babu has shown to many people an order in which 
it is stated that the medal was awarded to him for his services to the Govern- 
ment in the matter of the Sen Babus of Berhampore. TheSen Babus Jost their 
case in the Court of the District Judge, but they had appealed to the High 
Court, What good service Haladhar Babu has done to the Government in 
a single case, which by the way is not yet finally decided. to entitle him to a 
reward, is not known. Such wanton misuse of public money is really to be 
regretted. 
0. The same paper ried that on ac _— abr oar ew last, ane ees 
Dies mare _ dvahman complained to the Subdivisional Magis- 
aioe scnertiaie iipate oF ane trate of Kandi in the Murshidabad district “that 
: ___Ananta Mandal and Nrisinha Mandal had tres- 
passed into the field which he held under the District Board and destroyed the 
standing crop. The police found, on investigation, that the field had been in 
the possession of the defendants, and reported the complaint to be false. 
The Subdivisional Officer sent the case to Babu Akshay Kumar Pain, Honorary 
Magistrate, for trial. Akshay Babu made a local enquiry, and took the 
evidence of seven witnesses for the prosecution and nine witnesses for the 
defence, Suddenly the case was transferred to the file of the Subdivisional 
Magistrate by the District Magistrate and Akshay Babu was asked to submit 
Only a report, In the report which Akshay Babu submitted, he expressed 
himself to the effect that the field had been in the possession of the defendants. 
he Subdivisional Magistrate took the evidence of five witnesses for the 
Prosecution and only two witnesses for the defence, stigmatised ths calling of 
the other witnesses for the defence as an unnecessary measure, and decided 
the case against the | lefendants, The accused persons were afterwards 


acquitted by the Disttict Judge on appeal. 


MURSHIDABAD 
AITAISHI, 


April 28rd, 1902, 


MURSHIDABAD 
HITalsal. 
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This case is a flagrant instance of what the unholy vnion of judicial ang 
executive functions in the same person 1s capable of producing. The Distri 
Magistrate, being also the Chairman of the District Board, thought that the cage 
having some connection with the Board could not be impartially tried by the 
Honorary Magistrate. The Subdivisional Officer, to whom the case was 
transferred, took the evidence of only two witnesses for the defence although 
many more were present, and decided the case according to his master’s desire, 
What greater judicial vagary could there be than this? Again, it is doubtful 
whether the District Magistrate had power to transfer the case from the file of 
the Honorary Magistrate to that of the Subdivisional Officer. How was it that 
the Subdivisional Officer decided the case to be true which the police, the 
Honorary Magistrate, and the District Judge had called false? What was the use 
‘of harassing the defendants by transferring the case from one Court to another ? 


Hrtavabr, 6. Referring to the High Court’s refusal to grant Babu Haris Chandra 
April 25th, 1902, Maj umdar, a pleader of Barisal, permission to have 
the case which has been instituted against him by 
Mrs. Temple, wife of the District Judge of Backergunge, transferred from the 
Court of Mr. Wetherell, an Honorary Magistrate and a great friend of the 
Judge, the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 2’th April says that there 1s little force in 
the High Court’s argument that a transfer would inconvenience both the 
parties in the case. A transfer might have caused a slight inconvenience to 
the complainant, but it would have caused none whatever to the defendant, 
who would not otherwise have prayed for it. The High Court ought, even at 
the risk of causing a little inconvenience to the complainant, to hive 
transferred the case, thereby ensuring justice to the defendant. But as the 
-times go, there is nothing to wonder at in the High Court’s anxiety to 
promote the convenience of a white complainant. 
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A Wligh Court's order. 


(@)—Education. | 
7. The Swhrid [Noakhali] of the 28rd April says that the Middle 


hig ce _ Vernacular School in the village Chandipur in the 
ain ralage setoo! in the Noskhalt Noakhali district used to get a monthly aid of 
oe ee Rs. 10 from the District Board. Year before last 
three students out of four, and last year nine students out of ten, passed the 
Middle Vernacular Examination from the school. Yet the Deputy Inspector of 
Schools recommended tiie withdrawal of the Board’s aid to the school on the 
round of bad results, and on this recommendation it has been withdrawn from 
the Ist April last. How did the Deputy Inspector say that the result of the 
school was bad when 90 per cent. of the candidates sent up had passed the 
examination? The Deputy Babu made no personal inspection of the school 
within eight or nine months preceding his action in regard to it. The first 
teacher of the school has left it on the withdrawal of the aid. The existence 
of the school will be impossible if the aid is not renewed. 


Baws aps 8 «The Sanjivuni [Calcutta] of the 24th a 0 says that the text-books in 


April 24 2 ag, history for the Entrance examination of the 
MR ead Va Ry the Calcutta University to be held in 1903, aré both 
oe _ new. Those students who fail to pass the Entrante 
examination of 1902, will have to master these two books and The Citizen | 
India in one year. The authorities of some of the schools in Calcutta appli 


Th hed 
to the Syndicate for making these two books alternative text-books in history 
with the text books in that | 3 


rejected. Would it not be di 


HitTavaDl, 
April 26th, 1902, 
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visiting their sick childern in the hostel, ‘This will tell seriously on the minds 


of. the sick students. 
(e)—Local Self- Government and if or i gorge | “ 
‘h ‘ir [Mymensin of the 22n il says that 
a — Pa is viraleutl raging in ‘Sidha, "hiheen, 
Cholera in some villages inthe Bgrhtale, Pukhuria, Nagdara, and other villages in 
Mymensingh district. the Mymensingh me HO esr is - ogo 
ats the villagers. Even well-to-do people are dying for 
see ek waked help. leis rumoured that the doctor, who was some 
lies a : appointed by the District Board to work within the jurisdiction of 
ig Bechatta thana, will soon be transferred. ‘The Civil Surgeon of the 
district is requested to order “~ stay among the inhabitants of the cholera- 
r some time longer. 
sees To a Sri Vishnu Foes Aainda Bazar Paitrika | Calcutta} 
of the 23rd April writes as follows :— : 
The Lieutenant-Governor’s In reply to a question put by the Hon’ble 
charge — the zamiodars of Maharaja Manindra Chandra Nandi in the nt , 
moeuedbent sit Legislative Council about the expenditure’ by 
District Boards on the improvement of water-supply, the Lieutenant-Governor: 
of Bengal said that he had seen that the zamindars of Eastern Bengal 
realise large extra charges from those of their tenants who desire to excavate 
tanks for the benefit of their neighbours. Such a general charge has grieved 
every zamindar of Eastern Bengal. If His Honour’s assertion was true, 
he should have appeared with facts and figures in support of it; To supply 
water to the thirsty is a religious duty of the Hindus. We cannot even 
conceive of the circumstance of one man desiring to give water to the thirsty 
and another man hindering him in the work. His Honour should consider 
whether it has been right on his part to bring such a general charge against 
the zamindars of Eastern Bengal. We have learnt that the British Indiau 
Association will approach His Honour in this matter. 
12. The Mthir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 25th Apri) complains 


oe - of the extremely insanitary condition of the bustees 
witive auarte cr Uelata. “° in the northern division of Calcutta. In the 
European quarter Municipal Inspectors are always 
seen busy clearing the bustees. But so long as this is not done in the native 
quarter, neither the plague scare nor the ‘high mortality in the town will 
decrease. It is quite incomprehensible why the Municipality makes an 
— distinction in this matter between the European and the native 
quarter. 
The sanction given to spend seven or eight lakhs of rupees for a head 
office for the Municipality in addition to the four District offices already 
existing, only shows that the Corporation is bent more on extravagance in 


expenditure than on an impartial treatment of the two divisions of the town. 


Vhere is none’ to oppose the manner in which the life-blood of the rate-payers 
is squandered, The will of the authorities is done. Who can bring home: 


to the Municipality that its prime duty is to look after the health of the 
rate-payers ? ° 


(9)—Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 
13. The Murshidabad — [Murshidgbad] of the 23rd April has learnt 
‘a | rom a trustworthy source that the authorities 
cirathi, revement..of the Bh have decided to improve the condition of the 


eer ; Bhagirathi by widening the river, and thus reducing 
its bend at: Jangipur, and have sanctioned a sum of Re. $6,000 for the 


purpose. Buti: will a mere straightening of the bend at Jangipur improve the 
condition of the Bhagirathi? Its mouth is blocked. So long as it is not 
excavated somewhere between its mouth and Nurpur and the water of the. 
Ganges allowed to flow. into - it, its condition will not improve. The’ 
widening: of: the. river at J angipur will no doubt enhance the beauty of the: 
residences of the: local sahebs, but it will serve no other purpose. The money? 
Sanctioned, and : more: money,’ if ‘required,’ should be spent in improving the 
condition of the mouth of the river, : oils . 
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It is rumoured that the District Magistrate has desired to collect 
subscriptions from the local zataindars for widening the river at Jang; 
It is not known why they should pay subscriptions for the purpose, Ap 
improvement of the Bhagirathi will benefit Murshidabad town only, and the 
improvement which is proposed to be made will not be a real improvement, 


14. One Babu Bhuban Mohan Bhattacharyya writes, in the Hitayag; 
[Calcutta] of the 25th April, to the following 
effect :— 
On the 18th April last, he purchased a ticket at the Khulna station op 
the Bengal Central Railway to travel by the down mail train. A few minutes 
before the train started, an inferior railway servant came and began eping 
into the compartment in which the correspondent was, and also into the next 
compartment which was reserved for females. On being questioned by 
Babus Pramatha Bhusan Rai and Rajendra Lal Banerji, two other passengers, 
about the reason of his doing so, the servant gave no direct reply, but 
became querulous and threatened to get the correspondent and his fellow. 
sengers into a scrape. A few moments after this he came back with 
a ticket-checker, who, on the plea of checking the tickets, took from all the 
sengers in the compartment their tickets, but returned one less, namely, that 
Geloadian to the correspondent, which borethe number 6344, The correspondent 
protested, but was told that the checker had not received his ticket. As the 
checker called out for a policeman, the correspondent, for fear of being 
insulted, got down from the carriage and reported the matter to the 
station-master, but with no better result than receiving his verbal sympathy. 
The correspondent purchased a fresh ticket and at the next station reported 
the matter to the European audit clerk. The latter suid that he had himself 
witnessed the occurrence. : | 
The Editor requests the authorities to make an enquiry into the complaint 
as it is a very serious one. 


15. The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta} of the 26th April says that cases 
of ill-treatmert of native railway passengers by 


A railway complaint. 


Ill-treatment of native railway 


passengers. European passengers are daily increasing in 


number. Hardly a week passes in which a number 


of such cases do not occur. Even Mr. Gokhale, a member of the Legislative’ 


Council, is seen to be a victim of such oppression. It is to be hoped that 
the Railway Commission appointed by the Viceroy will take steps to put 
a stop to this ill-treatment of native passengers. 


(h)— General. 


16. The Sri Sré Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of 


the 23rd April writes as follows :— 

When the civilised English first came to 
India, they saw that women of genteel families in this country were not 
permitted to go out freely into society, and that when it was absolutely 
necessary for them to hold any oral communication with any Government 


“The parda-nashin Government.’ 


_ officer they had to talk with him from behind a screen, The English Govern- 


ment were very much psined to see this parda system. It appeared to them 
a most obnoxious and disgraceful system. 

But strange to say, our civilised rulers, though so dead against the 
domestic parda, cannot transact any public business themselves except behind 
the political parda, Every important department of Government is provided 
with a parda, The officials, whenever they have to do any secret ‘business, 
retire behind this parda, and the public cannot know anything about what is thus 
done in secret. This parda system must have something very attractive 
about it, for even the Viceroy is found unable to resist its fascination. The 
Political Department of Government is a completely parda department. 
Many secrets of the seraglios of the Nawabs of old used to get wind from time 
to time, but no secret of this department can ever get abroad. For example, 
the trial of the Maharaja of Panna greatly exercised the mind of the whole 
country, but has anyone been able to know anything yet about the future 
fate of that Prince? Indeed, this parda system must possess a great charm, 
for one who has once tasted its sweetness retains a liking for it to the last. 
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, os jealously guarded as were the seraglios 
This Politica! Te peg which it is provided is no netted 


Legislative Departments : “41 | 
; ng within those Departments. 
ae "ae : ar pe gee ciseulars of the Financial Department, which 


i oks. ‘These books go by the name of the Civil 
So fret "volume of this Code is accessible to the public, 
but not so the second. Arrayed in its robe composed of a thousand circulars 
embodying @ thousand- secrets, this Code remains, like the ladies of the 
seraglio, behind the parda, jealously guarded from the public eye. If 
anybody doubt the truth of our statement, let him ask the Superintendent of 


Government Printing or any book-seller to show him a copy of this volume ~ 


nd he will be convinced that what we say is true. 
. wy) ‘ae "dding of the Comptroller-General of Accounts, this parda-nashin 
volume is kept by the Provincial Accountants-General in their personal 
custody. This Code is greatly needed for the preparation of the Budget. 
The Budget itself is prepared behind the purda. The Finance Member can, 


‘# he chooses, muke out with the help of the Comptroller-General, this poor food- 


less country to be one enjoying the height of prosperity. It is in this way that 
prosperity budgets are prepared to demonstrate the flourishing condition of 
the country.: Behind the screen it is perfectly possible to make a fright look 
like a beauty, to pass off a beggar woman for a queen. Such is the potent 
virtue of the parda / a. Pe. 

If anybody ever raises ree | troublesome questions in this cennection, the 
Proviacial Accountant-General is called upon to extract the necessary accounts 
in order to be laid upon the Council table. But no outsider is ever permitted 
to intrude upon the privacy of the parda-nashin books from which the figures 
are culled. 


Thanks to the parda, many a common strumpet has, under its transform- 
ing influence, attained to all the dignity and privacy of ladies of the imperial 
harem, Up to 1874 the statements. of the income of the Civil Courts were 
accessible to the public, This enabled the public to know the large profit 
that Government made from the sale of justice. Government therefore 
determined to assign these accounts a place behind the parda, and so this com- 
mon strumpet of yesterday is a parda-nashin of to-day. The result is that the 
public have no means of knowing the actual income that is derived from those 
courts. If we ask the Government it shakes its head and says—‘‘It is but 
a trifle. It is hardly worth speaking of.” 


Nor is the parda drawn over the proceedings of the Settlement Department 
of small service to Government in maintaining its prestige. Babu Rames- 
chandra Datta and some retired English officers let out some secret of this 
department. Inmediately Lord Curzon took his stand before the parda and 
said:—“ It is not really such. You are all of you in great error.’ Then 
sheltered by this kindly screen, he created a thousand things and proclaimed 
to the astonished world many novel truths. All this is possible only bec.iuse 
of the parda, But for it such a magical performance would be impossible. 


But what after all is the need of this political parda? Is it not that 
overnment is unable to take into its confidence the simple and inoffensive 
pd of this country? Mr. Caine demonstrated to Pestiteniead the poverty 
of India by facts and figures taken from Government’s own accounts. Lord 


corge Hamilton at once stood up and said—* A]l this is nothing. These 


accounts are imperfect and erroneous.” 


“‘ But whose fault is it, we ask, that these accounts are imperfect and use- 
ess? Is nobody responsible for errors in these accounts? Are officers 
expressly entertained in these departments to prepare erroneous accounts, 80 
that Government may silence any troublesome critic or questioner by declari 
these accounts to be imperfect and erroneous? Abul Faz tells us that “‘o 

8 ladies in the seraglio of Akbar many used to receive a salary of a thousand 
or & thousand-and-a-half rupees per month.” Those who, stationed behind the 
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parda of our Government, do its will receive much higher salaries. _§¢j}) 
many errors are committed behind the parda. 


Will not the civilised, straightforward and freedom-loving statesmen and 
the religious minded clergymen of, England try to lift this hateful parda from, 
off the British administration in India? It is owing to this impervions 
political parda that the country is sinking deeper and deeper in the abyss of 
ruin, and both the rulers and the ruled are being terribly demoralised, With 
the distrust of Government the people’s want of reverence is becoming deeper 
and the alienation between Government and the people is increasing. | 


17. The Httavads Leggosere Boys the 25th April contains the follow 
ye Bensal Budeet allotments.  Te™arks on the Bengal Financial Statenent:— | 
ee 1, Noone will think that the sum of Ks. 29,000, 
which has been proposed tobe devoted, in the ensuing year, to the establish. 
ment of agricultural banks in the province and a granary in the Sonthaj 
Parganas will be sufficient for the purpose. The agriculturists of Bengal db 
not become needy in consequence of extravagant expenditure in drink: apd 
luxury. What presses them most heavily down is the high rate of. interest 
which they have to pay to the money-lenders from whom they borrow money: 
There will be no prosperity for the Bengal raiyat so long as he cannot nid’ 
himself of the usurious money-lender. The zamindar’s rent, the Government's: 
revenue, and the interest due to the money-lender are dues which must be: 
punctually paid. The raiyats are always oppressed by a fear lest they should: 
fail to meet these dues and they have constantly to incur debt to meet: them. 
As Government has been pleased to direct its attention to the improvement: 
of the condition of the raiyats, it behoves the Lieutenant-Governor to consider 
whether a larger amount should not be devoted to the purpose. 


2. ‘The increase of expenditure, by one lakh and twenty-five thousand’ 
rupees, sanctioned for an additional Judgeship in the High Court and an 
enhancement of the pay of the minicterial establishment of that Court was 
quite unnecessary. ‘The writer admits that great inconvenience and harassment 
are caused to parties in consequence of the delay which usually takes place in 
the disposal of cuses in the High Court, But one wants to know for how: 
many days in a year the High Court remains open and for how many days it 
remains closed? Besides the regular holidays, the Court remains closed on 
Saturdays. If the number of holidays were curtailed, the present number of 
Judges would be sufficient to cope with not only all the present work, but with 
the work of three more Judges. An increase of expenditure where such: 


increase is neither needed nor justified can on no account have the tax-payers: 
approval. i | : 


ae 


3. The writer has failed to see the secret reason which has induced the 
Government to grant a sum of Rs. 53,000 to the Indigo-planters’ Association, 
Complaints are very frequently heard against the Bihar indigo-planters. 
Though no agitation is made on the subject for want of positive evidence, there 
is every reason to believe that the complaints are not unfounded. A_ bounty 
granted to the Bihar indigo-planters may therefore be looked upon by the subject 
people in no other light than asthe setting of a premium on the oppression 
of the subject people. The writer is perfectly aware that there are many 
good men among the indigo-planters, but it is undoubtedly a waste of money 
to render pecuniary help to a class which contains a ve large number of 
greedy, high-handed and unscrupulous men. If the writer’s objection to the. 
proposed grant is attributed to prejudice, may he take the liberty of asking. 
on what principles of religion or morality is the grant based? Have. the 
Pah aap in any way improved the condition of Bengal, Bihar and 
Orissa by their trade? What does the country gain by their gaining, and: 
what does it lose by their losing? The profit or loss of the indigo-planters 
does, in fact, inno way affect the country; it affects only the particular. 
individuals who gain or lose, What is it then that has secured to the -indigo-: 


planters a grant of Rs. 47,000 in excess of that of last year? It.is a matter: 


of.regret that there was not &. single member inthe -Coynail bold enoug}: 
to. protest against a grant, which ought to be. respectfully. protested agalngs: 
by every Indian. Sh ace | : 
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ey aver has heard that there is mismanagement in the 
oo. ae Calcutta income-tax Office, and that many officers 

The Calcutta Income-tax Office. ¢ the department commit various oppressions in 
realizing the tax. The writer will revert to the subject in a future issue with 


the proofs in his possession. 
VI.—MISCELLANEOUS. 


19. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 25th April has a cartoon in which 

the Lieutenant-Governor is represented as dropping 

& cartoon on the grant tothe 9 pyrse into ahat held out by an indigo-planter 

indigo-yl-nters. while the Hon’blo pes eagle ag 128 § . te hs 

‘aontified by the four hunds (chaturbhuj, in vernacular, means four hands) witi 

shih he ie desir as well : the word ‘‘ Sahay” (supporter) printed over his 

figure, is shown as standing behind His Honour and supporting His Honour’s 

action in all humility, the rest of the native members being depicted as 
watching the scene with more or less languid interest. eres 

In the letter-press the Licutenant-Governor is made to say :—" These men 
cultivate indigo on ams lands ‘They are very serviceable and may be 
accounted dear friends. They have suffered losses and you should be kind to 
them. When out on tgur or ahunting, it is the whisky-pegs and the roasts and 
toasts provided by them that refresh us. How can we thea forget their 
hospitality ? If they are undone, we shall be very hard put to it. You should 
therefore make a grant of money to them.” . 

To this the Hon’ble Chaturbhuj is made to say as follows:—‘‘I must say 
ditto to whatever your Honour says. It breaks my heart only to think of 
the losses that must be suffered by the indigo-planters. What need we care 
for anybody? We are members of the Lieutenant-Governor’s Council, and 
it is open to us to have everything our own way. | 

20, The Rangalaya [Calcutta] of the 26th April writes as follows:— 

: Lord Curzon will not givea Lieutenant-Governor- 
| ship to Mr. Cotton. Mr. Cotton’s prospects have 
been b'asted by the fire of party spirit which is as keen among the members 
of the Civil Service as anywhere else. This is a misfortune both to Mr. Cotton 
and to ourselves. Mr. Cotton’s regret is that though an able official, he is not 
promoted toa higher place. Our regret is that we shall not have the good 
fortune to live for five years under the benevolent rule of Mr. Cotton in 
the satrapy of Bengal. It is not that we shall be decapitated if another 
man becomes the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal. But Mr. Cotton knows us 
and we know him, and therefore no matter whether he did or did not do us 
any substantial good, his mere words, spoken out of a sympathetic under- 
standing of our miseries, might carry consolation to our hearts. A street 
beggar neither possesses anything nor asks for anything moré than a handful 
of rice sufficient 1o keep his body and soul together fer the day. Ours isa 
similar case; we live because we live; we can die because we o 
die. What we want is sweet word and 4 littlé caressing, and Mr. Cotton is 
an adept in these. 

We havo learnt from what has befallen Mr. Cotton that it is the English 


Mr. Cotton. 


tradesmen and not the Viceroy, nor the Lieutenant-Governor, nor the Chief 


Commissioner who are the real rulers of the country. Mr. Cotton’s desire 


to ameliorate the condition of the Assam cooly madé the tea-planting community 


his enemy. The English are here to earn; not to éuffer oss; however small 
The Viceroy censured Mr, Cotton and supported the planters gin.a Government 
Resolution. = lhe shop-keeper Sak 6 gained thé case againét the ruler Saheb: 
Prestige, which Englishmen are always anxtous to biaintain, wis trampled under 


foot for humouring the shop-keeper; We have fully understood that it is © 


a nation of shop-keepers that sre our sovereign; ahd that the English ruler 
is only a servant.of the ai keeper community. ‘Ihe commercial policy of 
Finglishmen undid what Mr. Cotton wished to do iti a kingly spirit; and so ended 
the hope of governing the country jin the spirit of a sovereign and not in the 
spirit of a shop-keeper. | 

. The Sanjvant proposes a large meeting for honouring Mr. Cotton: 
But what is the good of doing that? ‘I'hat will neither increase Mr. Cotton’s 
pension nor give him to us. No party will gain anything; whilst there will 


w how to 
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be real harm done in the matter of the relation between the ruler and the 


ruled. 


21. The same paper has the following:—- — 
We have one objection to the holding of the 
Coronation Durbar at Delhi. This objection Will 
not be listened to by anybody and wil! be scarcely 
heeded by the Viceroy, but still we must state it. Let not the Viceroy 
suppose that this objection is one that has been suggested by our jindividaal 
fancy. We only repeat what many wise and experienced men in Bengal hayg 
communicated to us orally or in writing. Delhi holds in her arms the asheg 
of the past glory of India, she is the mausoleum of India's departed greatness: 
she contains everything that we hold to be our own. The Musalmans were 
our rulers. ‘They lived in this country, formed family alliances with us and 
wielded the sceptre for our good, protecting our arts and industries. The 
Musalman rulers did not carry the wealth of this country to ~ foreign home, 
All the memorials of Moslem glory exist in our country, Under Musalman 
rule, Man Singh, Todur Mal, Jay Singh, Jaswant Singh, Patradas, and 
Birbal flourished and fulfilled the true end of human life. That is wh 
we look upon the Musalmans as our countrymen. The English, though better 
rulers than the Musalmans, are not permanent residents 6f ourcountry The 
do not form family alliances with us and do not tread in the footsteps of the 
Moghul Emperors. We honour and respect the English, but we have not yet 
come to feel that they ave really near and dear tous. It is in Calcatta that 
the greatness of the Kinglish has manifested itself and it 1s from Calcutta, there- 
fore, that the English paramountcy ought to be trumpeted. It would look 
better, if the Coronation festival of the Emperor Edward VII were celebrated 
in Calcutta. If the English go to Delhi to preclaim their greatness there, we 
shall be put in mind of the Rajasuya (Imperial Coronation) of Yudhisthir, of 
the wealth and power of Prithviraj, of the splendour of the Moghul. It does 
not behove a wise statesman to awake such reminiscences in the mind of tke 
Indian people. What we have forgotten let us forget oomapnaneny Why open 
again and thereby cause to bleed afresh a sore that is healed and scabbed over? 
We have spoken out what we really feel in our hearts and we do not know in 


what light the officials will take it. But we have spoken out the truth and our 
real feeling. 


Delhi as the place for the 
Coronation Durbar. 


22, ‘The same paper has the following :— | 


Lend C biden Of the Viceroys who have successively rule 
or rzon an © eprapne- ; : ° 
ists’ Mensvia! at Delhi. ii India since the occurrence of the Sepoy mutiny, 


Lord Curzon is the eleventh, and a century and-a- 
half have elapsed since what is known as the Black Hole incident occurred in 
Calcutta. Not a few of his predecessors in the Governor-Generalship were 
eminent men, famous for their wisdom and statesmanship, and they were 
conquerors as well gs administrators. But none of them wanted to erect a 
memorial of the Black Hole in Calcutta or a Telegraphists’ Memorial at Delhi. 
It remained for Lord Curzon to set up both. The question is whether or no 


he has done well by setting up these memorials. Our belief is, Lord Curzon’s 
action in this matter has been bad, very bad. : 


In unveiling the Telegraphists’ Memorial at Delhi, I.ord Curzon made a 
few remarks on this subject by way of explanation. Before, however, noticing 
these remarks, we should like to muke a few observations of our own. Both 
Hindu and Musalgaan are now living under British rule. ‘The Musalman was at 
one time the ruling race. The Hindu never looked upon the Musalman as & 
foreign ruler or kept himself sloof from him. The Musalman empire was main- 
tained by the Hindu’s strength, and Hindu and Musalman bound themselves 
together and made themselves happy by the tie of marriage. But now Hindu 
and Musalman alike live as conquered subjects under British rule and respect 
and fear Englishmen. Jf the English had not come to this country, the Hindus, 
it is possible, might have become the masters of India, and the Musalman power 
in Bengal, it is equally possible, would have suffered no harm, N ow, thoughts 
like these are never absent and will never be absent from the mind of the 
Hindus and Musalmans. Circumstances can make men gods just as they can 


make men demons, but what is proper and desirable is that one shoulé 
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’ ints and not their bad points. The Massacre of 
ne fap Eg ay oppression which characterised the reign of Charles 
II. the horrid Irish Massacres, all these Englishmen have very properly 
consigned to oblivion. The Irish have not been yet able to forget the oo 
Great injustice is still being done to them, aud that is why they Pe st . 
giving trouble to England. But Scotland has forgotten everything and merge 
herself in England, with the result that the English nation has received an 
accession of strength frum the process. 


The occurrence of differences between the Hindu aud the Musalman, desired 
though it be by Englishmen, is not certainly beneficial. We do not know 
whether the Black Hole incident ever really took place. If it was a real 
occurrence it must have been an odious and atrocious occurrence like the 
Massacre of Glencoe, and as such an endeavour should be made to ignore and 
forget it. This is why Babu Akshayakumar Maitreya wrote a book with the 
object of showing that there was no Black Hole incident and thereby estab- 
lishing good feelings between Hindus and Musalmans on the-one hand and 
Englishmen on the other. Jord Curzon must have had this book in his mind 
when he said ‘‘ Indeed, one ingenious gentleman wrote a long work to prove 
that the Black Hole incident at Calcutta had never taken place.” Matter for 
ridicule, indeed! But must not a young Viceroy of forty years indulge in 
a little ridicule when he had got an opportunity of doing so? Let him do s0; 
there is no harm in it. But he has not done well by attempting to erect a 
memorial of the Black Hole incident. If people must live together under the 
same roof, they should take care not to let the public know of their domestic 
secrets and differences. : 


As regards the Telegraphists’ Memorial at Delhi, has it been proper to 
erect that? Honours would lose their value if a due performance, of one’s 
duty was all that was needed to win them. A certain signaller was the first 
to send a message to Umballa regarding the outbreak of mutimy at Delhi. Was 
that a very praiseworthy feat? It is not surely a proof of daring self-sacrifice 
to remain prepared to die for the benefit of him who has been always the 
giver of one’s daily bread. Well, Mr. Brandis has got his medal and shouts 
of exultation rend the Indian sky after the lapse of fifty years. The necessity 
of honouring him which was not perceived by any one of Lord Curzon’s prede- 
cessors in the Viceroyality is recognized as the strongest by His Fxcellency. 
But as regards that old and able and experienced Bengali officer, Rai Shib 
Chandra Nandi Bahadur, did the Viceroy show him adequate honour b 
merely shaking hands with him? Does Lord Curzon understand that for a 


Bengali to belp the English would require greater courage than would be 
necessary in a khas Englishman for the same purpose? 


Most eloquently has Lord Curzon observed that ‘tragedies and horrors 
and disasters do occur in the history of men. * * Pass over them the sponge 


of forgiveness, blot them out with thé finger of mercy and of senendilidiien’ 


but their memory ought to be perpetuated. The task is utterly impossible, 
As often as we have witnessed the memorial of the Cawnpore massacres, 80 


often has the thought crossed our minds that all this monument and memorial 


has been raised simply because it was Englishmen who, were slaughtered. But 


there is no mention anywhere of the natives who. after th aly 
mutiny, were killed like ’ e suppression of the 


cats and dogs, of the wretches who were hanged from 
the boughs of wayside trees like so many mice, Is there any memorial of the 
scions of the Moghul dynasty of Delhi, who were treacherously shot down like 
beasts? That a memory of such occurrences does not tend to establish good 
feelings between the ruler and the ruled is what is admitted by everybody. 
The incidents of the Sepoy mutiny are not calculated to promote friendly 
feelings between the two parties, and if the English had been able to blot 


them out from the history of India, there would have been by this time an 


amalgamation of the conquerors with the conquered and vice versd. Lord 
Curzon is not acting wisely by erecting beautiful memorials of past misdeeds 
and tragedies. He 


sees, though he will affect not to see, the great value of 
the statement that the Black Hole incident did not occur. He is an orator 


and will captivate our hearts with sounding words, which will make us his 
captives. 


UTKALDIPIKA, 
April 19th, 1902. 


UTKALDIPIKA. 


UTKALDIPIKA. 


UTEKALDIPIKA. 


UTKALDIPIKA. 
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Mar. 26th, 1902. 
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Urtiya PAPERS. | e 


23. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 19th April is of opinion that a foy 

showers of rain in the last week have done a 

great deal of good tothe standing crops in the 

Cuttack district, though the rains were confined only to particular parts of 
that district. - e 

24. Referring to the specific antidote, prepared by Dr. Watson for the 

destruction of white-ants, the same paper suggest, 

Dr. Watson's specific for white- that, in view of its cheap price aud efficacious 

— character, Government should take early steps to 

place it within the easy reach of cultivators, a large number of whom are 

constantly troubled by these puny creatures every year. 

25. Referring to the Financial Statement for 1902-1903 and the 
speeches, delivered in connection therewith in 
the Imperial Legislative Council, the same aper 
observes that a portion of the surplus should have been utilised in remittin 
taxation that presses heavily on the public. The writer thinks that it is ba 
policy to increase income and expenditure constantly without ary deference 
to the wishes of those who supply the ways and means of the State and who 
stand in need of relief in prosperous times. 

26. The assessment made by the Assessor of the Cuttack Municipality 

still forms the subject of discussion in the shane 

The Cuttack Municipal assess’ of the same paper and correspondents, who have 

7 been unjustly taxed, fill the same with facts and 
figures that prove its oppressive character, 

27. The Asokastami festival at Bhubaneswar passed off quietly without 

any accident, though the number of pilgrims that 
visited the place was very large. ‘The District 
Magistrate of Puri was pees on the spot and had 


a guiding hand in the arrangements that were made for the preservation of peace 
in that place. 


Rain in the Cuttack district. 


The surplus. 


The Asokastami festival at 
Bhubaneswar. 


28. The Uriya and Navasamvad { Balasore] of the 26th March states 
oni that the number of small-pox cases in the Balasore 

Prive ng in the Balasore district is decreasing and the Utkaldipika [Cuttack | 
eine of the 19th April states that the health of the 


Small-pox 


Health of the Cuttack district Cuttack district is good. 


AssaAM PAPERS. 


29. The Paridarsak [Sylhet] of the 2lst April says that the Model 


er _ Girls’ School, which will be established in Sylhet 
Sylhet Ra msg Girls’ School in town under an order which appeared in the lon 
Gazette of the 12th instant, should be established 
in a central place in the town and named the Cotton Model Girls’ School in 
honour of Mr. Cotton whose retirement is mourned by rich and poor alike. 
30. ‘The same paper has the following in English :-— 


Discipline of high schools. _ The importanee of discipline in schools as also 

- in other branches of our life’s work requiring 
combined attention and effort can scarcely be exaggerated. Discipline is the 
first, if not the yen condition, of good teaching. It is discipline in the army, 


discipline in the school-room, discipline in every minute detail of life which 
can ensure success or any good result. | 


As many as nine letters appeared in the Weekly Chronicle of Sylhet 
for last month on the subject of “discipline in public schools of Assam.” 


The.allegations therein made are a little too exaggerated, but they are, 20 
doubt, mainly true, The writer has perhaps in view only the schools in the 


Assam Valley district, but need I say that the schools of Surma Valley form 


no exceptions in the respect? There are the same “hub-bub and din,” the 
same ‘‘ toss and turmoil of voices” to be found even in our High schools here. 
If one were to peep into this or that room in particular hours he could see the 
strange spectacle of a log king surrounded by his noisy (not croaking) subjects, 
hallooing amidst a ‘‘ babel of noise” an uselessly crying to hear or to be heard, 
The boastful pedagogues made so much of by their master are living examples 
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of weskness, laziness, and impotence. As teachers, they are complete failure 
and they can hardly succeed in any other sphere of life. mn 

But it would neither be fair nor correct to stamp all these officers wi 
the came black stemp. ‘There are a few masters who are model teachers, but 
thev have been allowed to remain in the same cold shade of neglect for 
years past, Inthe recent changes made by Dr. Booth for filling up vacancies 
<n the High echools, his selections were scarcely happy ; for, in his zeal 
to pive every school an equ«]l number of graduates, his choice unfortunately 
fell upon mediocres, upon men possessing little tact and energy. Some of these 
men were not even required to pass any examination 1n the art of teaching. 
Who would, then, wonder when such men fail to control or manage & class ? 

Dr. Booth presumed that every graduate master 1s sure to prove an 
acquisition, But if’ he consults the head-masters under whom they serve, 
he will 4nd reasons to change his belicf. ‘Ihe thing is in making these 
appointments head-masters were not consulted and the Director of Public 
Instruction was so much moved by the mere glare of title that, perhaps, he 
thought that if graduates could be secured for these posts no act or experience 
is needed at all, and is not this absurd ? 

The low discipline of High schools here is due, in no small measure, to these 
changes, Discipline teachers there are in our High schools here, but their 
number is few and, though efficient in every respect, they scarcely come to 
notice. Then again it is nut one or two masters out of 10 or 12 that can bring 
about any general improvement in this ey it , Soe 

The suggestions made by ‘ one who knows” are well worth a fair trial, 
but a Director of the stamp of Dr. Booth would be the last man to work out 
any reforms in his department at any suggestion from any human being, far less 
@ newspaper correspondent. Will Mr. Prothero, our Officiating Director of 


Public Jnstruction, consider this question along with other grave problems — 


on education which now engage his attention ? 

31. The same paper contains a farewell address to Mr. Cotton in verse 
the last stanzas of which are rendered below :— 

Sing at this time of parting, with a smiling 
countenance and to the accompaniment of a soft chord vibrating to a slow 
time, the praises of Cotton. 

Sing aloud “Glory to Cotton, the king of Assam.” You will not get 
another such ruler. , 

There is not another ruler in India to think so carefully of the means of 
doing good to the poor people and to feel so strongly for them. 

How many rulers have you got who have ruled the people like their own 
children? You have got only one and no more, 

That only ruler, the good Cotton, is going away bursting asunder all ties 
of affection.. Sing then, O harp! *‘ Glory to Cotton,” 

Let celestial nymphs come down with smiling faces carrying baskets of 
flowers and mingle their voice with yours. Let them, overtlowiug with joy, 
s.ower flowers upon Cutton wherever he thay ago. 


Sing then, O harp! and cry no more. Y ll ts h / 
Sing smiling “ Glory rs pie lly ou will have time enough to cry 


A poem on Mr. Cotton. 
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